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Education 
“In hope we wait for the Lord, for he is our help and our shield”. 
At the annual Fr. Patrick Fogarty Awards Dinner in 2018, 158 students were recognized as well as its Medal of 
Honour being awarded posthumously to Frank Clifford.  Frank was the director of the Waterloo Catholic District 
School board in the mid-80’s and became assistant deputy minister in the Ministry of Education. He was 
instrumental in bring to reality, fully-funded Catholic Schools.  
“Catholic Education is a gift that we have been given” his son, Larry, was quoted in saying as he addressed 
students. He also shared his father’s hope that students should honour that gift and proclaim it. And in return, 
one student thanked him, adding that “it’s such a great gift to be able to attend a Catholic school each day and 
have the structure of the day where you pray in the morning, you pray before you eat, and you pray in the 
afternoon”. He referred to how these times form a connection and community for all students while helping 
them to practice self-reflection.  (This information was provided by Youth Speak News, Catholic Register). 
Some of this you already heard earlier, but bear with me. 
In the fall of 2018, from August to December, the Ministry of Education conducted a survey, inviting parents, 
students, educators and organizations to provide feedback on the education system. The objective was to 
brainstorm ideas around preparing students for success and providing them with tools for entering the 
workforce.  There were several noted areas of concern including: improvement in student performance in 
Science and Technology, current provincial testing, banning of cell phones and increases to class size. They 
also referred to relevant job skills like learning trades and having more knowledge of financial responsibility. 
Participants also noted the need for adequate Health and Physical education curriculum including mental 
health, sexual health education, and the legalization of cannabis.  As we all know, last month on March 15th, 
the Provincial Government announced many changes that will have a lasting impact on our education system, 
both for the students those educating them. Please make sure to keep yourself informed. I’d like to end this 
Education summary with a reminder of Catholic Education week and a prayer.  Catholic Education week is 
May 5 to the 10th and this year’s theme is “Living as Joyful Disciples”. The prayer is:  
Loving God, We thank you for our Catholic school community where we can journey in faith together. Help us 
to accompany each other in our learning as we grow, living as joyful disciples of Jesus and bringing good news 
to the world. May your love speak to our hearts, helping us to bring hope to others and a commitment to justice 
in all we do. We make this prayer through Jesus, our Lord and teacher.      
Amen 
 
Health 
This is the latest Health news from our latest directive (Provincial chair Wilma Vanderzwagg and her committee 
chairs). There is positive news within the larger community for people in need. Starbucks Corporation in 
February, 2019 announced it will be donating unused food to the community through their FoodShare program. 
Their work is part of a national effort to provide nourishing meals for those who are struggling.  Along with 
Second Harvest, the largest food rescue organization in Canada, Starbucks is making a commitment to save 
the food available to donate, so that others can experience healthy eating, thus setting an example for other 
food providers.  
Moving on in health news, currently, there is No mandated standard for daily care for thousands of people 
living in long-term care facilities. On average, Personal Support Workers are expected to take care of 
resident’s needs within 6 minutes. These residents are dealing with mobility issues and are often unable to 
perform those daily activities we might take for granted.   
One Member of Parliament, France Gelinas has now introduced Bill 33 as an amendment to the Province’s 
current Long-Term Care Homes Act.  She is petitioning for residents to receive at least 4 hours of daily care 
from a personal support worker.  Although there is support for this bill, others are doubtful that funding will 
become available. In response, she continues to petition for this bill and her office can be contacted if you wish 
to support it. She also challenges the public to try and perform this 6 minute challenge. Her office number is 1-
877-280-9990.                         
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